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Tutorial 1: Retrieving Public Information 

Revised 2011 
Original by: Jim DeLisle & Rebecca Griego 

 
Introduction 
 
In King County Washington, there are a number of items that you can explore regarding an individual 
parcel of property. Using the County’s website, it is relatively easy to find information about the size and 
dimensions of a site, as well as the improvements, ownership and transaction history that might be useful 
in exploring alternative uses or conducting other forms of research.  
 
This tutorial is divided into three components, including: 
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Identifying Parcel Data ................................................................................................................... 1 
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Using DPD for Data ...................................................................................................................... 19 

Now click on Mapping Tools ................................................................................................... 19 
Tool Overview .......................................................................................................................... 19 

DPD Activity Locator ........................................................................................................... 19 
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This is the history of Permits at that one site ........................................................................ 21 
Repeat for other buildings ..................................................................................................... 22 

DPD for Parcel Data ................................................................................................................. 22 
Parcels Data from DPD ......................................................................................................... 22 
Example by Address ............................................................................................................. 22 
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Go back to DPD Research .................................................................................................... 23 
DPD Zoning Overlay ............................................................................................................ 24 
You can add other layers....................................................................................................... 24 

Zoning Map ............................................................................................................................... 25 
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Seattle Municipal Code Overvew ......................................................................................... 26 
Zoning Classifications .......................................................................................................... 26 
Mixed Use Zoning ................................................................................................................ 27 

Design Review .............................................................................................................................. 27 
 
 
To move to a particular section, click on the link in the table of contents above.  
 
Note. This tutorial uses the King County Parcel Viewer which is the official current version as of October 
17, 2011. It is being replaced by a version 2 that is still in beta. You are welcome to try that, but to avoid 
bugs, this uses the current version. Here is the Version 2 site. 
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Identifying Parcel Data 
 
 
Go to King County Website 
 
2011 www.kingcounty.gov/records/aspx 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Go to Property Research 

 
 
 
Go to Interactive Mapping Tools 
 
There are two approaches to interactive maps: iMAP which offers map displays and includes a 
search tool; or, Parcel Viewer which is an interactive map tool with integrated property research. 
The following provides you an overview of data sources from King County. 
 

•  iMAP You can view and print map displays (i.e., aerial maps, contour lines, zoning) that 
you can customize using online KCGIS data. Includes a property search tool. iMAP 

http://www.kingcounty.gov/records/aspx
http://www.kingcounty.gov/operations/GIS/Maps/iMAP.aspx
http://www.kingcounty.gov/operations/GIS/PropResearch/ParcelViewer.aspx
http://www.kingcounty.gov/operations/GIS/Maps/iMAP.aspx
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requires high speed connection and can be used to customize and visualize a variety of 
GIS data offered by the county. 

• Parcel Viewer With Parcel Viewer you can Search by address, parcel number, street 
intersections or you can also explore maps and select properties. Once you’ve identified a 
parcel and have the Parcel ID Number (PID) you can retrieve Assessor Property 
Characteristics report for a property as well as districts & development conditions reports 

• eReal Property Report. This report from the tax assessor’s office offers online searchable 
access to Property Information System. You can search by address, parcel number or 
property name (as for a condominium or apartment complex). The system does not 
integrate maps but can be used to research tax records, transactions, physical attributes. 

• Property Taxes: This link takes you to property tax information that can be retrieved 
using a parcel identification number (PID) for a specific property.  

 
 

Go to Property Research 
http://www.kingcounty.gov/operations/GIS/PropResearch.aspx 
 

http://www.kingcounty.gov/operations/GIS/PropResearch/ParcelViewer.aspx
http://info.kingcounty.gov/Assessor/eRealProperty/default.aspx
http://payments.kingcounty.gov/metrokc.ecommerce.propertytaxweb/
http://www.kingcounty.gov/operations/GIS/PropResearch.aspx
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iMAP 
Start Page 
iMAP Default Screen 
 
When you go to iMAP, you see this start page: 

 
 
Click on Property Search 
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Choose Search Method 
In some cases, you may know the Parcel Number but typically you will have to identify it first. 
The Address or Street Intersection search will take you to a map that you can use to identify your 
site Parcel Numbers. This is at the bottom of the screen above after you click Select Property 
Search. 
 

 
 
Alternatives 
 
 Address 
 

 
 
 
 
 Street Intersection 
 

 
 
Note: It will take the Partial Street name and show you options; you do not need the full name. 
Here is the start below. After this, it will prompt for specific names. 
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Now, give it cross street in area (does not have to be exact since this will pull up area map. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Now it will build a map of the area around the intersection. 
 

 
 
Now you can look at the 
map and point out your 
site. Click on the 
Information icon to left, 
then click on parcel, 
then look at number 
below. That is your 10-
digit Parcel Number. 
Record this.
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Once you have your Parcel Number, you can explore various data.  
 
 

 
 
As a hint, I open this in a new Internet Browser window since I will be going deeper and want to 
keep the iMAP and other windows open. This is done by right-clicking on the link and selecting 
Open in New Window. 
 
Explore Assessor’s Report 
 
Parcel and Building Data 
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Assessment History 
Note, when you scroll down you can see the detailed assessment history for the site. 
 

 
 
Note that the assessed value is generally correlated with the market value but cannot be relied on 
as an accurate measure. You will need land comps from CBA or CoStar or other sources. 
 
Parcel Viewe: Map Property 
Now, if you click on the Map Property it takes you to the Parcel Viewer. 

 
This is the results of the Enhanced View. Note you might need to re-enter the PID number so 
that is something to keep handy or copy to clipboard. 
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Enhanced Search 
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Area Sales History 
Now, let’s look at sales history in the neighborhood. Follow the 4 steps below from the iMAP 
screen. This will highlight all neighboring parcels that sold and give you on-line access to the 
details. 
 
 

 
 
Check out Comps or Subject with Details 

 
Detailed Parcel Data 
Once you have selected the sites that sold, you can look at the details (do this for your own 
parcel as well). This is the highlighted RED site above. 
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Land Data 
If you scroll down the details, you can see some Land Use info. 
 

 
 
Building information 
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Sales History 
Scroll down and you can see sales history inclucing PDF of recording instrument. 
 
 

 
 
 
This will let you see recorded info and the details of what sold. 

 
 
PDF of Recorded Deed 
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Here is a copy of part of the recorded instrument 

 
 
The legal description of what sold. 
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Permit History 
Go back to Property Details if looked a records. 
You can also scroll down to see Permit history 

 
 
Click on Permit Number above and get details 

 
 
Also, the value of permit or Tenant Improvements (TIs) 
 

 
 
 
Area Reports 
Now, to get a handle on the area, click on Area Report (Note: this is available for individual 
properties at the top of the page. 
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This will open a PDF which includes the detailed information compiled by the Assessor in 
establishing Assessed Values. In this case, it is a 40 page report with some interesting excerpts: 
 
Execuctive Summary 
 
 

 
 
Parcel summary 
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General Coverage Areas 
 
Coverage areas (will have details) 

 
Details for areas. 
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Zoning Code for Area 
 

 
 
Land Value/Zone/Area 
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Cap Rates in NW and US 

 
 
Income Approach Inputs 
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Comps used by assessor 

 
 
 
Statistical Breakdown 
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Using DPD for Data 
Go to: http://www.seattle.gov/dpd/onlineservices/  
 

Now click on Mapping Tools 
 

 
 

Tool Overview 
 

DPD Activity Locator 
This gives you Permit status and history 
 
First, pick the area or neighborhood (in this case University District) 
 
Second, pick types of permits (e.g., conditional, design review) 
 
Third, pick status 
 
Fourth, select dates; use calendar to pick dates and Search 
 
Fifth, SEARCH 
 
Sixth, Mouse over permits of interest 
 
 Go to specific permit at that site, or 
 Go to history of all permits at that site. 

http://www.seattle.gov/dpd/onlineservices/
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Activity Locator 
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Individual Permit history on selected site: 
 

 
 

This is the history of Permits at that one site 
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Repeat for other buildings 
 

 
 
 
DPD for Parcel Data 
 
Parcels Data from DPD 
 

 
 
Example by Address 
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Detailed Parcel Data: Zoning, Transit, Pedestrian, Overlays 
 

 
 
DPD GIS to Get Detailed Zoning Map 
 
 
Go back to DPD Research 
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DPD Zoning Overlay 
 

 
 
You can add other layers 
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Determining the Zoning Code 
 
Zoning Map 
 
A detailed zoning map that can be zoomed into is available on the DPD site. This is an excerpt 
from it: http://www.seattle.gov/dclu/Research/gis/webplots/smallzonemap.pdf  
 
 

To zoom into an area, in your browser click CTRL+ 
which enlarges the map.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Generalized Zoning categories for Seattle. 
 

 

http://www.seattle.gov/dclu/Research/gis/webplots/smallzonemap.pdf
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Seattle Municipal Code Overvew 
 
http://clerk.ci.seattle.wa.us/%7Epublic/toc/t23.htm  

 
 
 
Zoning Classifications 
Go to this site for summary; click on links for details: 
http://www.seattle.gov/dpd/static/Seattle%20Zones_LatestReleased_DPDP_020250.pdf 
 

 
 
 
 

http://clerk.ci.seattle.wa.us/~public/toc/t23.htm
http://www.seattle.gov/dpd/static/Seattle%20Zones_LatestReleased_DPDP_020250.pdf
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Mixed Use Zoning 
 
 

 
 
Design Review 
 
This is also an important consideration in Seattle go to: 
http://www.seattle.gov/dpd/Planning/Design_Review_Program/Project_Reviews/Upcoming/defa
ult.asp 
 
 

http://www.seattle.gov/dpd/Planning/Design_Review_Program/Project_Reviews/Upcoming/default.asp
http://www.seattle.gov/dpd/Planning/Design_Review_Program/Project_Reviews/Upcoming/default.asp
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